Perfect Love

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting

life.

II Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

Love — value.

* -: Love can be known only from the actions it prompts. God's
love is seen in the gift of His Son. But obviously this is not the love of
affection, that is, it was not drawn out by any excellency in its ob-
jects. It was an exercise of the Divine will in deliberate choice, made
without assignable cause save that which lies in the nature of God
Himself. [II Peter 1:4 — partakers of His divine nature.]

- had its perfect expression among men in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

* (Christian love has God for its primary object, and expresses itself
first of all in implicit obedience to His commandments. Self-will, that

is, self-pleasing, is the negation of love to God.

* _, whether exercised toward the brethren, or toward
men generally, is not an impulse from the feelings, it does not always
run with the natural inclinations, nor does it spend itself only upon
those for whom some affinity is discovered. Love seeks the welfare of
all, and works no ill to any; love seeks opportunity to do good to “all
men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the
faith.”

I Corinthians 13:4-8a [-] — Love endures long and is patient and
kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not
boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. S It is not_con-
ceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude
(unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God’s love in us) does
not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is
not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it
[it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. © It does not rejoice at
injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth prevail
7 Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready




to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circum-
stances, and it endures everything [without weakening]. 8 Love never fails
[never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end|.

Galatians 5:6 [-] — For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith activated and ener-
gized and expressed and working through love.
* “counts for anything” - i.e., legalism is incapable of producing re-
sults. [Vine’s|

I John 4:18 - There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, be-
cause fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in
love.

* “Perfect” — wanting nothing necessary to completeness. [Strong’s|
Referring to the complete revelation of God's will and ways, whether
in the completed Scriptures or in the hereafter. [Vine’s]

y -: There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown
(complete, perfect) love turns fear out of doors and expels every
trace of terror! For fear brings with it the thought of punishment, and
[so] he who is afraid has not reached the full maturity of love [is not
yet grown into love’s complete perfection].

y -: We need have no fear of someone who loves us perfectly; his per-
fect love for us eliminates all dread of what he might do to us. If we
are afraid, it is for fear of what he might do to us and shows that we
are not fully convinced that he really loves us.

II Timothy 1:7 — For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.

Romans 8:31-39 - What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but de-
livered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justi-
fies. 3% Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes interces-
sion for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribula-
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are ac-
counted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that nei-
ther death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things




present nor things to come, 32 nor height nor depth, nor any other created
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

* “separate” — to place room between.



